
2020 Officers and Board of Directors Candidates
 

Michelle Ellis | Ellis Communications Marketing
Michelle Ellis is the President of Ellis Communication Marketing. Prior to this, she was a partner of Orapin Marketing + Public Relations 
and a veteran communications professional with more than 16 years of experience in local, regional and national public relations 
programs, social media campaigns, marketing communications, community relations and event publicity, as well as broadcast journalism. 
She has worked with a variety of clients in a multitude of sectors, including small business, nonprofit, arts and entertainment, education, 
government, consumer products, restaurant and food, publishing and business-to-business service. A Colorado native and Colorado State 
University alumna, Ellis is passionate about helping high impact companies with a Colorado connection take their communications to the 
next level so they will be heard, be seen and be remembered.

President-Elect

Treasurer
 

Jennifer Tilliss | National Cattleman’s Beef Association
A learner at heart, Jenn has always been interested in taking on new challenges and exploring the world around her. Jenn brought 
her passion for storytelling and communication to her studies at the University of Colorado at Boulder where she graduated with both 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in communication. She is currently the executive director of media relations and issues management at 
the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA) where she leads all communications functions and specializes in developing integrated 
public relations programs, as well as in corporate communications and issues management. Prior to joining NCBA, Jenn held a variety of 
positions at Linhart Public Relations, a leading independent public relations and corporate communications counseling firm

Secretary
 

Emily Rado | Linhart Public Relations
Emily Rado has a passion for problem solving and creative writing. Calling on her background of improv and sketch performance, writing 
for Denver- and Boulder-based newspapers and magazines, and education in journalism and advertising, Emily brings her strong 
communications skills and out-of-the-box thinking to all of her work. Supporting clients in the health and wellness and premium food 
industries, Emily develops and implements communications strategies to secure local and national media coverage to help brands 
achieve business goals. Emily holds Bachelor of Arts degrees in Advertising and Literature from Florida State University and a Master of 
Arts degree in Newsgathering: Print and Broadcast from the University of Colorado Boulder. 

Assembly Delegates
 

Dustin Moody, APR | Denver Institute for Faith & Work
Dustin oversees the marketing, publications, social media, and website as the director of communications for the Denver Institute of 
Faith & Work. He holds a B.A. in Political Science from the University of Florida and will graduate in December 2019 with an M.A. in 
Communication from the University of Colorado Denver.



Directors
 

Brooke Gabbert | Guild Education
Brooke Gabbert is Sr. Director of Communications for Guild Education, a mission-based company providing opportunities for America’s 
workforce through education. Previously, Brooke led corporate communications for Home Advisor and Six Flags. She holds a Master’s 
degree in public relations and advertising from DePaul University.

 

Jake Kubie | Denver Zoo
Jake has more than 14 years of experience in communications and public relations. He started his career as an editor and writer for a 
leading golf and travel magazine, then ventured over to the “dark side” (according to his former editor) of public relations. His experience 
in PR agencies included representing a wide range of businesses, from luxury real estate and resorts to organic foods. Now, as the 
Director of Communications for Denver Zoo, Colorado’s most visited cultural institution, he oversees all aspects of public relations, 
including local, national and international media relations, crisis communications, thought leadership, content development and social 
media strategy.

 

Stacee Martin, APR | Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City
Stacee Martin is the Public Affairs Director at the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City - Denver Branch.  Stacee has more than 25 years 
of experience as public affairs professional, with an extensive background in marketing, public relations, media relations, internal 
communications and corporate communications. Stacee is the point person for all Public Affairs activities in the Denver zone which 
includes Colorado, Wyoming and Northern New Mexico.  She manages and implements all public programs and communication 
efforts for the Branch towards key audiences, including the news media, board members, governmental representatives, community 
organizations and the general public.  Stacee is active in Junior Achievement, Colorado Jump$tart, New Mexico Jump$tart, Wyoming 
Jump$tart and Economic Literacy Colorado.  She is also Chair of the accreditation committee with the Colorado Chapter of the Public 
Relations Society of America.  Outside the office, Stacee is an active firefighter and EMT for the Evergreen Fire/Rescue department; she is 

also an officer and lead PIO.  She holds her Firefighter II certificate, HazMat Operations certificate and is an EMT- NR.  She has been a volunteer since 2003.

Assembly Delegates - Cont.
 

Jose Salas | Denver Water
Jose Salas serves as spokesperson, leads social media strategy and helps manage crisis communication for Denver Water, Colorado’s 
largest and oldest water utility. He was born in Mexico and migrated to Denver at a young age where he graduated from Metropolitan 
State University of Denver with a bachelor’s in public relations. As a bilingual communicator, Jose helps connect the dots between the 
Latino community and the organization. Prior to Denver Water, he worked in the non-profit sector managing social media accounts, 
marketing and day-to-day operations for two trade associations.

 

Whei Wong-Howerton | Colorado State University
Whei is a veteran storyteller, strategic communicator, broadcast and print journalist. She currently serves as the Strategic 
Communications Officer for the division of University Advancement at CSU, where she helps tell the stories of donors and alumni who 
support the University’s students, programs, faculty & staff, and facilities with their generous philanthropic gifts. Her team successfully 
planned for and launched the public phase of CSU’s current State Your Purpose $1 billion comprehensive fundraising campaign. She has 
served as chief communications officer for both a midsized urban public school district, and the third largest school district in Colorado 
(Douglas County Schools with 65,000 students and their families), providing leadership in all facets of internal and external relations, 
including outreach, engagement, media relations and crisis communications.  Wong-Howerton she spent more than a dozen years as an 
Emmy award-winning broadcast news journalist. An alumna of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and University of Colorado, 

Denver, she is pursuing her Ph.D. in Education and Human Resource Studies with a concentration in Education, Equity and Transformation, at Colorado State University.


